
 
Spotlight on E-Journals 
 
What is BC University Libraries E-Journals? 
BC University Libraries E-Journals database is an index of 23,700 electronic journals 
accessible by BC students, faculty and staff.  It includes open access journals (those available 
to the public without subscription) as well as those available through BC subscription.  The 
index can be searched by journal title, journal title keyword, ISSN or vendor, and can be 
browsed by journal title and by journal subject.  The index entry for a journal links to the 
databases containing the journal.  Clicking on the journal title in the index entry opens a 
window for retrieving an article by citation in the database or website of your choice.   
 

 

 
 
Where do I find it?  
You can get to E-Journals from the BC Law Library 
homepage.  The “Electronic Journals” link in the 
left vertical bar will take you right to it.  There is 
also an “E-Journals” link under Resources on the 
BC University Libraries homepage.  The E-Journals 
database is located at 
http://metaquest.bc.edu:4000/sfx_local/az. 
 

 
So, how do I use it?       
To quickly find 81 Review of Economics and Statistics 91 (1999), click on the “electronic 
journals” link on the law library homepage.  Type “review of economics and statistics” in the 
title search screen and click “go”.   This takes you to the entry for the Review of Economics 
and Statistics which tells you that the journal is available full-text on seven different BC 
subscription databases and publicly-accessible websites.  The availability date ranges tell you 
that of those seven sources, only EBSCOHOST, JSTOR and MIT Press include the article you 
need.  You decide to use JSTOR in order to get a high-quality pdf of the article.  To retrieve the 
article, simply click on the JSTOR link and use the volume and page numbers to find and 
download the article.   
 
How do I find electronic journals which aren’t in the E-Journals database? 
The E-Journals database is a comprehensive list of BC subscription-access electronic journals.  
The E-Journals database also lists many, but not all, open access scholarly journals.  If you 
can’t find the journal you need on E-Journals, check the Internet. There are two excellent 
portals to open access, academic electronic journals:  the Directory of Open Access Journals 
(nearly 3000 journals; including 127 legal periodicals) at www.doaj.org and Open J-Gate (over 
4200 journals) at www.openj-gate.org.  Finally, if you need an article from an electronic 
journal which is neither open access nor within BC’s subscriptions, don’t despair.  Keep in 
mind that you may be able to use the law library’s inter-library loan (ILL) services to obtain the 
article from a library that does subscribe to the journal. 
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