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N (n)

The symbol(s) for SAMPLE size. Most social science
research is carried out on samples from a POPULATION,
rather than on the population itself. Whenever the DATA
are from a sample, it is standard practice to report the
samplesize, suchas N = 256, orn = 256. (There is no
difference in practice between N and n, and each seems
used about equally in the literature.) Furthermore, the
reported N normally excludes cases with missing data
on variables in the analysis. Thus, for example, a sur-
vey may have interviewed 1,000 respondents, but for
the analysis of the six variables of interest, only 873
had no missing data, for an effective N = 873, not the
original 1,000.

—Michael S. Lewis-Beck

N6

N6 (formerly NUD*IST), like NVivo, is a
specialized computer program package for qualitative
data analysis. For further information, see the web-
site: www.scolari.co.uk/frame.htm! or www.scolari.
co.uk/qgsr/gsr.htm

—Tim Futing Liao

NARRATIVE ANALYSIS

Narrative analysis in the human sciences refers
to a family of approaches to diverse kinds of texts
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that have in common a storied form. As nations and
governments construct preferred narratives about his-
tory, so do social movements, organizations, scientists,
other professionals, ethnic/racial groups, and individ-
uals in stories of experience. What makes such diverse
texts “narrative” is sequence and consequence: Events
are selected, organized, connected, and evaluated
as meaningful for a particular audience, Storytellers
interpret the world and experience in it; they some-
times create moral tales—how the world should be.
Narratives represent storied ways of knowing and com-
municating (Hinchman & Hinchman, 1997). I focus
here on oral narratives of personal experience.

Research interest in narrative emerged from
several contemporary movements: the “narrative
turn” in the human sciences away from POSITIVIST
modes of inquiry and the master narratives of theory
(e.g., Marxism); the “memoir boom” in literature
and popular culture; identity politicsin U.S ., Buropean,
and transnational movements—emancipation efforts
of people of color, women, gays and lesbians, and other
marginalized groups; and the burgeoning therapeutic
culture—exploration of personal life in therapies of
various kinds. “Embedded in the lives of the ordinary,
the marginalized, and the muted, personal narrative
responds to the disintegration of master narratives as
people make sense of experience, claim identities,
and ‘get a life’ by telling and writing their stories”
(Langellier, 2001, p. 700).

Among investigators, there is considerable varia-
tion in definitions of personal narrative, often linked
to discipline. In social history and anthropology, nar-
rative can refer to an entire life story, woven from
the threads of interviews, observation, and documents
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