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Also found in Landas 13 (1/1999): 78-99.  Gives an overview of the teaching of the 
Encyclical regarding proportionalism, and discusses this in the context of what the 
proportionalists themselves say. 

 
Astorga was then Chair of the Department of Theology at the Ateneo de Manila. 

 
 
Baker, Kenneth, S.J.  "The Splendor of Truth."  Homiletic and Pastoral Review (February 

1994): 80. 
 

Editorial by the editor of this ultraconservative periodical. 
 
 
Banner, Michael. "Veritatis Splendor: Responses to the Encyclical." Studies in Christian Ethics 7 

(1994): 8-10. 
 
 
Bastianel, Sergio, S.J.  "La chiamata in Cristo come tema e principio dell'insegnamento della 

teologia morale."  Seminarium.  34 (1994): 52-71. 
 

Part of a symposium on Veritatis Splendor held at the Pontificial Gregorian University. 
 

Bastianel is professor of moral theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University. 
 
 
        .  "L'enciclica sulla morale: Veritatis Splendor."  Civiltà Cattolica 3441 (1993): 

209-219. 
 
 
Biggar, Nigel. "Veritatis Splendor: Responses to the Encyclical." Studies in Christian Ethics 7 

(1994): 11-13. 
 
 
Biord Castillo, Raul.  "Los transcentales: Historia de una idea."  Teologia IUSI 12 (1994): 

100ff. 
 

One of several articles in this issue devoted to an analysis of Veritatis Splendor. 
 
 
Bláquez, Niceto, O.P.  "Veritatis Splendor o código deontológico para moralistas."  Studium 

33 (1993): 369-388. 
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Boland, Vivian, O.P.  "An Encouragement and a Challenge."  Doctrine and Life 43 (1993): 
524-531. 

 
One of several articles in this issue on Veritatis Splendor. 

 
 
Bretzke, James T., S.J   “Conscience and Veritatis splendor in the Church Today.”  Studia 

Moralia 55/2 (2017): 271-295. 
  
The Extraordinary and Ordinary Synods on the Family in 2014 and 2015 and the subsequent 

papal Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris laetitia have occasioned considerable 
discussion and debate on a wide range of issues related to marriage, divorce, admission to 
Communion and the connection between discipline and doctrine.   Since the close of 
the Synod, while waiting for the promised Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, various 
understandings of conscience and its relation to Church teaching have been articulated by 
a number of hierarchs and theologians.  Since the release of Pope Francis' Post Synodal 
Exhortation Amoris laetitia this debate has actually intensified and four cardinals made 
public five Dubia ("doubts" or "questions") regarding the interpretation of certain points 
of the Exhortation.  Inasmuch as Veritatis splendor has been referenced in these various 
discussions, there has not been any sustained treatment of that Encyclical's teaching on 
the proper role of conscience and conscience formation as it relates to magisterial 
teaching.  Now may be an opportune time to flesh out a bit more this lacuna.  First, I 
will examine in some detail the relevant section of the Encyclical, and then I will 
conclude by offering an interpretation of St. Ignatius Loyola's "Rules for Thinking with 
the Church" in the light of the papal magisterium of Pope Francis as one possible way 
forward to reduce some of the tensions around the perceived impasse. 

 
Keywords: Veritatis splendor, Synod on the Family, conscience, Magisterium, Ignatius of 
Loyola Rules for Thinking with the Church, Pope John Paul II, Pope Francis, Dubia, 
discernment, obsequium religiosum, paradigms 

 
________.   “Debating Intrinsic Evil: Navigation between Shibboleth and Gauntlet”  Horizons 

41/1 (June 2014): 116-129. 
 

Referencing Robert Schreiter's notion of philosophical and theological "intercultural" 
communication, this paper engages the Catholic moral tradition's conception of intrinsece 
malum in se and proposes a taxonomy of views taken both from this tradition and how the 
term has been referenced by the Magisterium in documents such as Veritatis splendor and 
episcopal pronouncements connected with some hot button moral issues. At times the 
expression "intrinsically evil" functions as a shibboleth that only partially succeeds in 
demonstrating Schreiter's "competence criteria of effectiveness and appropriateness," and 
at other times the term functions more as a gauntlet thrown down to sharpen sides in 
political policy debates. Hopefully the notion of the taxonomy of conceptions and uses of 
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"intrinsic evil" may aid in more dispassionate ethical analysis and overcoming some of 
the divisions that either the shibboleth or gauntlet usages effect. 

 
________.  “Intrinsic Evil in Veritatis splendor.”  Paper prepared for the Conference “The 

Concept of Intrinsic Evil in Catholic Theological Ethics.”  Theology Faculty of the 
University of Vienna, January 30-31, 2018.  
https://www2.bc.edu/james-bretzke/BretzkePaperOnIntrinsicEvilInVeritatisSplendor.pdf   

 
_________.   "The Natural Law and Moral Norms: Moving Along the Rational Claim Axis," 

43-77.  Ch. 2 in Id., A Morally Complex World: Engaging Contemporary Moral 
Theology.  Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2004. 

 
Treats especially the understanding and potential misunderstanding of the notion of 
intrinsic evil as used in the language of Veritatis splendor. 

 
________.  "Responsum ad Dubia: Harmonizing Veritatis splendor and Amoris laetitia through 

a Conscience-Informed Casuistry." Journal of Catholic Social Thought (Winter 2017). 
 

The 5 Dubia of Cardinals Burke et al. on Amoris laetitia (AL) posits a supposed 
contradiction between Veritatis splendor (VS) on intrinsically evil acts and AL's position 
on pastoral discernment allowing for the possibility of a divorced/remarried individual to 
return to the Sacraments without an annulment or promising to live as "brother and 
sister."  A group of conservative theologians in a Correctio Filialis De Haeresibus 
Propagatis ("Filial Correction") also levelled serious charges that AL and Pope Francis 
himself are guilty of seven heresies.  Certainly, AL does move beyond Familiaris 
consortio (FC#84) in allowing a person(s) living in more uxorio (1st Dubium).  However, 
careful analysis of the relevant texts shows that Pope Francis has neither contradicted the 
moral tradition of the Church nor VS itself by envisioning such a practice (Dubia 2-5).  
Attention to a conscience-informed casuistry grounded in the teaching of Gaudium et spes 
and the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), demonstrates that a proper Responsum 
to the Dubia and Correctio Filialis would be at best Non liquet (not proven). 

 
Burke, Ronald R. "Veritatis Splendor: Papal Authority and Sovereignty of Reason." In Veritatis 

Splendor: American Responses, ed. Michael E. Allsopp and John J. O'Keefe, 119-36. 
Kansas City, M.O.: Sheed & Ward, 1995. 

 
Cahill, Lisa Sowle.  "Accent on the masculine."  The Tablet 247 (11 December 1993): 

1618-19. 
 

One of a series of articles from a variety of theologians commenting on Veritatis 
Splendor. 
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Cahill, a married Roman Catholic mother, 1993 President of the CTSA, and Professor of 
Theological Ethics at Boston College, studied under James Gustafson at the University of 
Chicago. 

 
Carlotti, Carlo.  “L’intrinsece malum et la Veritatis splendor.”  In Dvinarum rerum notitia.  

La teologia tra filosofia e storia.  Studi in onore del Cardinale Walter Kasper, 144-169.  
A cura di Antonio Russo e Gianfranco Coffele.  Roma: Edizioni Studium, 2001. 

 
Cavanaugh, William T. "Absolute Moral Norms and Human Suffering: An Apocalyptic Reading 

of Endo's Silence."  Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture 2/3 (1999): 
96-116. 

 
Critiques Endo's novel in light of Pope John Paul II's 1993 Encyclical on Fundamental 
Moral Theology Veritatis splendor for the supposed violation of an absolute moral norm 
forbidding apostasy. Cavanaugh concludes that "Compassion has become a deadly virtue 
in our society that can no longer make sense of suffering. We have lost the root meaning 
of the word compassion, meaning to "suffer with." A follower of Christ may be able to set 
individual suffering within a larger drama of the confrontation of the Kingdom of God 
with the principalities and powers that killed Jesus Christ. In a society in which personal 
choice has overtaken such a grand narrative, however, suffering and truth become 
dissociated, and we come to believe that our highest calling is to eliminate any suffering 
at any cost, even the cost of truth. … We feel we must act because God will not. To read 
history in the light of the crucified Jesus, however, is to refuse such murderous 
compassion, and to find the silent activity of God among the victims of this world" (p. 
115). 

    
Clague, Julie.  “On Agreeing to Differ: Some Reflections on the ARCIC Statement on Morals 

in Light of Veritatis Splendor.”  Irish Theological Quarterly 62 (1/1996): 70-74. 
 
Chapelle, Albert, S.J.  "Les enjeux de Veritatis Splendor."  Nouvelle Revue Théologique 115 

(1993): 801-817. 
 
Chaput, Most Reverend Charles, OFM, Cap. “Veritatis Splendor 2017.”  First Things (October, 

2107).  https://www.firstthings.com/article/2017/10/the-splendor-of-truth-in-2017  
 

Written to commemorate the role the Encyclical had in correcting the errors of modern 
theologians:  “Written to encourage a renewal in Catholic moral theology and a return to 
its classical Catholic roots, Veritatis Splendor grounds itself in a few simple convictions. 
Briefly put: Truth exists, whether we like it or not. We don’t create truth; we find it, and 
we have no power to change it to our tastes. The truth may not make us comfortable, but 
it does make us free. And knowing and living the truth ennoble our lives. It is the only 
path to lasting happiness. ... Many moral theologians of the last generation, including men 
like Bernard Häring, felt they were bringing the Church into the modern age by exploring 
new moral frontiers. In practice, though, most of these theologians stayed on the same old 

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2017/10/the-splendor-of-truth-in-2017
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school bus, which they now ran in reverse. That is, they “solved” the problem of onerous 
moral commandments by eliminating some rules and generating doubts about whether 
this or that commandment applied in every case, or whether some exception might exist 
to rules that, before, had seemed absolute. ...When John Paul issued Veritatis Splendor 
nearly a quarter century ago, it very soon drew criticism from a range of 
“forward-thinking” theologians. They (rightly) saw that their efforts—to bend Catholic 
moral teachings toward more “humane” and “compassionate” standards, whereby moral 
truths could evolve over time, relative to historical and cultural circumstances—would be 
derailed by it. Those of them who remain among church scholars and pastors still search 
for ways to evade the encyclical’s teaching, to say it was useful in the past, but history has 
moved on. To a great extent, today’s debates within the Church—on issues of sexual 
identity, sexual behavior, Communion for the divorced and civilly remarried, the nature 
of the family—simply exhume and reanimate the convenient ambiguities and flexible 
approaches to truth that Veritatis Splendor forcefully buried.” 

 
Chaput at this writing is Archbishop of Philadelphia and a frequent critique of 
contemporary “secular” culture and “moral relativism.” 

 
Composta, Dario, S.D.B.  "L'enciclica Veritatis Splendor del Sommo Pontefice Giovanni Paolo 

II.  Riflessioni sulla sua attualità."  Divinitas 38 (1994): 9-22. 
 

Composta is Professor Emeritus of the Urbanianum in the philosophy of law. 
 
Cottier, George.  "Formes actuelles du relativisme moral."  Seminarium.  34 (1994): 163-169. 
 

Part of a symposium on Veritatis Splendor held at the Pontificial Gregorian University. 
 
 
Cozzoli, Mauro. "La verità principio normativo della morale nella `Veritatis Splendor.'" 

Lateranum 60, no. 1 (1994): 67-97. 
 
 
Cunningham, Lawrence. S., et. al.  "Veritatis Splendor."  Commonweal (22 October 1993): 

11-18. 
 

Reflections on Veritatis Splendor by Cunningham, Joseph A. Komonchak, Dennis M. 
Doyle, Charles E. Curran, Janet E. Smith, Lisa Sowle Cahill, Stanley Hauerwas, and 
Anne E. Patrick. 

 
 
Curran, Charles E. .  ‘Strand Four: Papal Teaching Office.”  Ch. 4 in Id.  The Development of 

Moral Theology: Five Strands, 148-223.  Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University 
Press, 2013. 
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Much of this chapter deals with the arguments and claims revolving around papal 
Catholic Social Teaching from Leo XIII onwards, and special focus on Paul VI’s 1968 
Humanae vitae and John Paul II’s 1993 Veritatis Splendor. 

 
________.  "Veritatis Splendor: A Revisionist Perspective." In Veritatis Splendor: American 

Responses, ed. Michael E. Allsopp and John J. O'Keefe, 224-43. Kansas City, M.O.: 
Sheed & Ward, 1995. 

 
Daly, Gabriel, O.S.A.  "Ecclesial Implications."  Doctrine and Life 43 (1993): 532-537. 
 

One of several articles in this issue on Veritatis Splendor. 
 
 
Delgado, William.  "Libertad humana y orden moral objetivo: elección fundamental."  

Teologia IUSI 12 (1994): 33-42. 
 

One of several articles in this issue devoted to an analysis of Veritatis Splendor. 
 
 
Derckx, Leon.  "Index of Persons, Documents and Scriptural References in Veritatis Splendor."   

In The Splendor of Accuracy:  An Examination of the Assertions Made by Veritatis 
Splendor.  169-181.   Edited by Joseph A. Selling and Jan Jans.  Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994. 

 
 
Duquoc, Christian.  "Position: L'Encyclique Veritatis Splendor."  Lumière et vie 43 (Février 

1994): 101-104. 
 
 
Eberbard, Schockenhoff.  "Die Bedeutung von Schrift, Tradition, und Lehramt für das 

Verständnis des christlichen Ethos."  Seminarium  34 (1994): 72-88. 
 

Part of a symposium on Veritatis Splendor held at the Pontificial Gregorian University. 
 
 
Elders, Leo J.  "Veritatis Splendor et la doctrine de Saint Thomas d'Aquin."  Doctor 

Communis  157 (1994): 121-146. 
 
 
Elsbernd, Mary, O.S.F.  “The Reinterpretation of Gaudium et Spes in Veritatis Splendor.”  

Horizons 29 (Fall 2002): 225-239. 
 

Argues against the position of many commentators on Veritatis Splendor that the 
Encyclical’s frequent reference to Gaudium et spes represents a continuity of thought 
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between the two documents.  Instead the Encyclical recasts the theological anthropology 
of the Pastoral Constitution into a more dualistic, individualist mode, as seen from the 
contexts in which quotations from Gaudium et spes regarding change, conscience, human 
autonomy and human anthropology are used to support Veritatis Splendor’s notions of 
law and precept in morality.  Finally, selective quotations form Gaudium et spes are 
used in Veritatis Splendor to suggest that the proper role of the moral theologian is 
essentially a disseminator of magisterial teaching. 

 
Elsbernd is director of the Institute of Pastoral Studies at Loyola University, Chicago. 

 
 
Espeja, Jesús.  "Veritatis Splendor: Valor de las normas en cuestiones morales."  Ciencia 

Tomística 120 (1993): 621-629. 
 

Espeja teaches at the Instituto Teológico S. Esteban in Salamanca. 
 
 
Finnis, John.  "Beyond the encyclical."  The Tablet 248 (8 January 1994): 9-10. 
 

One of a series of articles from a variety of theologians commenting on Veritatis 
Splendor. 

 
John Finnis is Professor of Law at University College, Oxford. 

 
 
Frohlich, Mary. "Will the Church of the Twenty-First Century Be a Holy and Discerning 

People?" In Veritatis Splendor: American Responses, ed. Michael E. Allsopp and John J. 
O'Keefe, 106-18. Kansas City, M.O.: Sheed & Ward, 1995. 

 
 
Fuchs, Josef, S.J.  "Good acts and good persons."  The Tablet 247 (6 November 1993): 

1444-1445. 
 

One of a series of articles from a variety of theologians commenting on Veritatis 
Splendor.  Fuchs addresses primarily the question of a proper understanding of 
fundamental option theory. 

 
Josef Fuchs, S.J. is Professor Emeritus of moral theology at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University. 

 
 
Gaffney, James. "The Pope on Proportionalism." In Veritatis Splendor: American Responses, ed. 

Michael E. Allsopp and John J. O'Keefe, 60-71. Kansas City, M.O.: Sheed & Ward, 
1995. 
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George, Franci E.  "Teaching Moral Theology in the Light of the Dialogical Framework of 

«Veritatis Splendor»."  Seminarium.  34 (1994): 43-51. 
 

Part of a symposium on Veritatis Splendor held at the Pontificial Gregorian University. 
 
Gerardi, Renzo. "Il bene morale per la vita della Chiesa e del mondo (`Veritatis Splendor,' C. 

III)." Lateranum 60, no. 1 (1994): 99-123. 
 
 
Godoy, Jose, S.D.B.  "La Veritatis Splendor en el marco de la teología moral postconciliar."  

Teologia IUSI 12 (1994): 19-32. 
 

One of several articles in this issue devoted to an analysis of Veritatis Splendor. 
 
 
Grisez, Germain.  "Revelation versus dissent."  The Tablet 247 (16 October 1993): 1329-1331. 
 

One of a series of articles from a variety of theologians commenting on Veritatis 
Splendor. 

 
Grisez holds the Flynn Chair in Christian Ethics at Mount St. Mary's College in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

 
 
        .  "Veritatis Splendor: Revealed Truth vs. Dissent."  Homiletic and Pastoral Review 

(March 1994): 8-17. 
 
 
Gula, Richard M., S.S.  "Reflections on Veritatis Splendor."  The Priest (October 1994): 

33-41. 
 

Gula taught moral theology at St. Patrick's Seminary in Menlo Park, California and later 
at the Franciscan School of Theology and the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, 
California. 

 
 
Hanigan, James P. "Veritatis Splendor and Sexual Ethics." In Veritatis Splendor: American 

Responses, ed. Michael E. Allsopp and John J. O'Keefe, 208-24. Kansas City, M.O.: 
Sheed & Ward, 1995. 
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Häring, Bernard, C.Ss.R.  "A distrust that wounds."  The Tablet 247 (23 October 1993): 
1378-1379. 

 
One of a series of articles from a variety of theologians commenting on Veritatis 
Splendor. 

 
Häring was born 10 November 1912 in Böttingen, Germany and is Professor Emeritus of 
the Alphonsianum in Rome.  He now is retired in Germany. 

 
Harvey, Nicholas Peter. "Veritatis Splendor: Responses to the Encyclical." Studies in Christian 

Ethics 7 (1994): 14-15. 
 
 
Hauerwas, Stanley. "Veritatis Splendor: Responses to the Encyclical." Studies in Christian Ethics 

7 (1994): 16-18. 
 
 
Haughey, John C. "Veritatis Splendor and Our Cover Stories." In Veritatis Splendor: American 

Responses, ed. Michael E. Allsopp and John J. O'Keefe, 269-77. Kansas City, M.O.: 
Sheed & Ward, 1995. 

 
 
Hill, John.  "The Methodology of Veritatis Splendor."  The Australasian Catholic Record  71 

(1994):  145-161. 
 
 
Hilpert, Konrad.  "Glanz der Wahrheit: Licht und Schatten.  Eine Analyse der neuen 

Moralenzyklika."  Herder-Korrespondenz  47 (Dezember 1993): 623-630. 
 
 
Hittinger, Russell.  "The Pope and the Theorists."  Crisis 11 (December 1993): 31-36. 
 

Hittinger's reflections on Veritatis Splendor. 
 
 

s, Bonifacio.  "Rinnovamento conciliare e sviluppo postconciliare della teoolgia morale."  Seminarium.  34 
(1994): 31-42. 

 
Part of a symposium on Veritatis Splendor held at the Pontificial Gregorian University. 

 
 
Hoose, Bernard.  "Circumstances, Intentions and Intrinsically Evil Acts."   In The Splendor of 

Accuracy:  An Examination of the Assertions Made by Veritatis Splendor.  136-152.   
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The Splendor of Accuracy:  An Examination of the Assertions Made by Veritatis 
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Janssens, Louis.  "Teleology and Proportionality:  Thoughts about the Encyclical Veritatis 

Splendor."  In The Splendor of Accuracy:  An Examination of the Assertions Made by 
Veritatis Splendor.  99-113.   Edited by Joseph A. Selling and Jan Jans.  Grand 
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Johnstone, Brian V., C.Ss.R.  "Erroneous Conscience in Veritatis Splendor and the Theological 

Tradition."   In The Splendor of Accuracy:  An Examination of the Assertions Made 
by Veritatis Splendor.  114-135.   Edited by Joseph A. Selling and Jan Jans.  Grand 
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994. 

 
Johnstone, an Australian, is Ordinary Professor of Moral Theology at the Alphonsianum. 

 
 
        .  "Personalist Morality for a Technological Age: The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church and Veritatis Splendor."  Studia Moralia 32 (1994): 121-136. 
 

Discusses the paradigms of physicalism and personalism as they have developed in moral 
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Kuitert, Harry M. "Veritatis Splendor: Responses to the Encyclical." Studies in Christian Ethics 7 

(1994): 19-21. 
 
 
Laframcomi, Dante.  "Educazione morale e nuova evangelizzazione."  Seminarium.  34 

(1994): 170-180. 
 

Part of a symposium on Veritatis Splendor held at the Pontificial Gregorian University. 
 
 
Laghi, Cardinal Pio.  "The Impact of Veritatis Splendor on Catholic Education at the University 
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Laghi was the former Pro-Nuncio to the United States, and at this writing the Cardinal 
Prefect for the Congregation of Education. 

 
 
Lammers, Stephen E.  "An Interpretation of Veritatis Splendor and the Discussion of War and 

Peace within the Roman Catholic Community." In Veritatis Splendor: American 



Veritatis Splendor Bibliography 
 

 13 

Responses, ed. Michael E. Allsopp and John J. O'Keefe, 38-47. Kansas City, M.O.: Sheed 
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